1


[bookmark: _GoBack]




Theories about the causes of crime
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation
Date


Crime, from ancient times has been a serious issue that affect many people in the society and as a result has raises concerns. Within the last few decades, crimes have been on the rise, especially mass shootings in the US. As a result, it is vital to pinpoint potential criminals as early as possible to ease prevention and intervention of crimes. This is where the theories of criminal behavior come to our rescue, even though their effectiveness is limited at times when a lot of factors are involved. This paper attempt to identify the theory of crime that best explains the crime committed by a 64 year-old, Stephen Craig Paddock in a resort in Las Vegas that resulted in the deaths of over 58 people while injuring more than 489. The paper also describes the solutions offered by the theory and explains if the theory is ideal in explaining other types of crimes.
After a thorough scrutiny of the crime, while considering many factors such as wealth, social status and family backgrounds of the offender, the best theory that can best describe the crime is the biological theories particularly the genetic theories. There are numerous reasons why this theory is fit to explain this crime. First and foremost, the causation theories of this crime does not fall under sociological theories since there is no social influence on the offender. Secondly, it does not fall under economic theories given that the offender is a multi-millionaire meaning he has no financial constraint. Political theories were also eliminated after the family of the offender pointed out that Stephen Craig Paddock was not affiliated to any political or radical groups which could have pushed him to commit crime.
The principal reason why biological theories best explains this crime is because the offender’s father was once a notorious criminal who at one point robbed banks in Arizona and managed to escape prison. He was even among the ten most wanted absconders in the FBI’s list. This theory digs more on the background of the family, particularly the criminal history. As per the theory, families having criminal history or background have a high likelihood to produce children who have a high possibility to be involved in crimes. For this case, it is definite that Stephen Paddock inherited some traits from the criminal father but the traits were dormant until the time he committed the crime.  The biological theories of crime raises two questions: if genetics influence crime and the manner it operates.
While the biological theory is ideal for the explanation of this crime, it is rare for such wealthy individuals like Stephen Paddock to get involved in such crimes. The theory is ideal for explaining black-collar and blue-collar crimes as most persons who get involved in shootings are those from lower backgrounds. Similarly, research suggests that a small percentage of wealthy individuals involve themselves in crimes and this case is among the exceptional ones and it is surprising to many. That is one of the reason it is challenging to determine the theory that best describe it without straining. While it is imperative to ascertain the causes of crimes to find its solutions, this theory has no much suggestions on ways crimes of this kind can be reduced. It point out a few and common suggestions that are applicable to other theories like the sociological theory. 
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